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Definition: 

Hebrew & Greek 
Translation 

Harlotry, including adultery and incest; 
indulge in unlawful lust (of either sex); to be 

utterly unchaste 

Smith’s Bible 

Dictionary 

Sexual relationships outside the bonds of 

marriage. The technical distinction between 
fornication and adultery is that adultery 

involves married persons while fornication 

involves those who are unmarried. 

Webster’s Dictionary To indulge in unlawful sexual intercourse; 

sexual intercourse between unmarried 
persons 

 

Supporting Biblical Scriptures: 

Romans 1:28-30 
28And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God 

gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not 
convenient;  

29Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, 

covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, 
malignity; whisperers,  

30Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of 
evil things, disobedient to parents, 

 

1 Corinthians 5:1-3 

1It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and 
such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that 

one should have his father's wife.  
2And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that 

hath done this deed might be taken away from among you. 
3For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged 

already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done 
this deed, 
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1 Corinthians 6:13-20 

13 Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy 
both it and them. Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; 

and the Lord for the body. 
14And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by 

his own power. 
15Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I 

then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of an 
harlot? God forbid.  

16What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? 
for two, saith he, shall be one flesh.  

17But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.  
18Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but 

he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.  
19What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost 

which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?  

20For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, 
and in your spirit, which are God's. 

 

1 Corinthians 7:1-3 

1Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: It is good for a 

man not to touch a woman.  
2Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife, 

and let every woman have her own husband.  
3Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise 

also the wife unto the husband. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:20-21 

20For I fear, lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I would, 
and that I shall be found unto you such as ye would not: lest there be 

debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, whisperings, swellings, 
tumults:  

21And lest, when I come again, my God will humble me among you, 
and that I shall bewail many which have sinned already, and have not 

repented of the uncleanness and fornication and lasciviousness which 
they have committed. 
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Galatians 5:18-20 

18But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.  
19Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, 

fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,  
20Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, 

seditions, heresies, 

 

Ephesians 5:2-4 

2And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself 
for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour. 

3But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be 
once named among you, as becometh saints;  

4Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not 
convenient: but rather giving of thanks. 

 

Colossians 3:4-6 
4When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear 

with him in glory.  
5Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; 

fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry:  

6For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of 
disobedience: 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:2-4 
2For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus.  

3For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should 
abstain from fornication:  

4That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in 
sanctification and honour; 

 

  



 

 
 

Sexual Sin – Fornication 

4 

Jude 1:6-8 

6And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own 
habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto 

the judgment of the great day.  
7Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like 

manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange 
flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal 

fire.  
8Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, 

and speak evil of dignities. 

 



 

 

5 

 

Sexual Sin – Adultery 

Definition: 

Hebrew & Greek 
Translation 

To commit adultery; to apostatize; adulterer 
(-ess), commit (-ing) adultery, woman that 

breaketh wedlock 

Smith’s Bible 

Dictionary 

Willful sexual intercourse with someone other 

than one’s husband or wife. Jesus expanded 
the meaning of adultery to include the 

cultivation of lust. 

Webster’s Dictionary Violation of the marriage vows 

 

Supporting Biblical Scriptures: 

Exodus 20:14 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

 

Leviticus 20:9-11 

9For every one that curseth his father or his mother shall be surely put 
to death: he hath cursed his father or his mother; his blood shall be 

upon him.  
10And the man that committeth adultery with another man's wife, 

even he that committeth adultery with his neighbour's wife, the 
adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.  

11And the man that lieth with his father's wife hath uncovered his 
father's nakedness: both of them shall surely be put to death; their 

blood shall be upon them. 

 

Deuteronomy 5:18 

Neither shalt thou commit adultery. 

 

  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=2&chapter=20&verse=14&version=9&context=verse
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=5&chapter=5&verse=18&version=9&context=verse
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Sexual Sin – Adultery 
Proverbs 6:31-33 
31But if he be found, he shall restore sevenfold; he shall give all 

the substance of his house.  
32But whoso committeth adultery with a woman lacketh 

understanding: he that doeth it destroyeth his own soul.  
33A wound and dishonour shall he get; and his reproach shall not 

be wiped away. 

Jeremiah 7:8-10 
8Behold, ye trust in lying words, that cannot profit.  
9Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, 

and burn incense unto Baal, and walk after other gods whom ye 

know not;  
10And come and stand before me in this house, which is called by 

my name, and say, We are delivered to do all these 
abominations? 

 

Jeremiah 29:22-24 
22And of them shall be taken up a curse by all the captivity of 

Judah which are in Babylon, saying, The LORD make thee like 
Zedekiah and like Ahab, whom the king of Babylon roasted in the 

fire;  
23Because they have committed villany in Israel, and have 

committed adultery with their neighbours' wives, and have 

spoken lying words in my name, which I have not commanded 
them; even I know, and am a witness, saith the LORD.  
24Thus shalt thou also speak to Shemaiah the Nehelamite, 

saying, 

 

Ezekiel 16:31-33 
31In that thou buildest thine eminent place in the head of every 

way, and makest thine high place in every street; and hast not 

been as an harlot, in that thou scornest hire;  
32But as a wife that committeth adultery, which taketh strangers 

instead of her husband!  
33They give gifts to all whores: but thou givest thy gifts to all thy 

lovers, and hirest them, that they may come unto thee on every 

side for thy whoredom. 
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Sexual Sin – Adultery 
Hosea 4:1-3 
1Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD 

hath a controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there 

is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land.  
2By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and committing 

adultery, they break out, and blood toucheth blood.  
3Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that dwelleth 

therein shall languish, with the beasts of the field, and with the 

fowls of heaven; yea, the fishes of the sea also shall be taken 
away. 

 

Hosea 4:12-15 
12My people ask counsel at their stocks, and their staff declareth 

unto them: for the spirit of whoredoms hath caused them to err, 

and they have gone a whoring from under their God.  
13They sacrifice upon the tops of the mountains, and burn 

incense upon the hills, under oaks and poplars and elms, because 
the shadow thereof is good: therefore your daughters shall 

commit whoredom, and your spouses shall commit adultery.  
14I will not punish your daughters when they commit whoredom, 

nor your spouses when they commit adultery: for themselves are 

separated with whores, and they sacrifice with harlots: therefore 
the people that doth not understand shall fall.  
15Though thou, Israel, play the harlot, yet let not Judah offend; 

and come not ye unto Gilgal, neither go ye up to Bethaven, nor 

swear, The LORD liveth. 

 

Matthew 5:26-29 
26Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out 

thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing.  
27Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt 

not commit adultery:  
28But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust 

after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.  
29And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from 

thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should 

perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell. 
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Sexual Sin – Adultery 
Matthew 5:31-33 
31It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him 

give her a writing of divorcement:  
32But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, 

saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit 
adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced 

committeth adultery.  
33Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old 

time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the 
Lord thine oaths: 

 

Matthew 19:8-10 
8He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your 

hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the 

beginning it was not so.  
9And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it 

be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: 
and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.  
10His disciples say unto him, If the case of the man be so with his 

wife, it is not good to marry. 

 

Matthew 19:17-19 
17And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none 

good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep 

the commandments.  
18He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, 

Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt 

not bear false witness,  
19Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy 

neighbour as thyself. 

 

Mark 10:10-13 
10And in the house his disciples asked him again of the same 

matter.  
11And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, 

and marry another, committeth adultery against her.  
12And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to 

another, she committeth adultery.  
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Sexual Sin – Adultery 
13And they brought young children to him, that he should touch 

them: and his disciples rebuked those that brought them. 

 

Mark 10:18-20 
18And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is 

none good but one, that is, God.  
19Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do 

not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, 
Honour thy father and mother.  
20And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have I 

observed from my youth. 

 

Luke 16:17-19 
17And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of 

the law to fail.  
18Whosoever putteth away his wife, and marrieth another, 

committeth adultery: and whosoever marrieth her that is put 

away from her husband committeth adultery.  
19There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and 

fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: 

 

Luke 18:19-21 
19And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? none is 

good, save one, that is, God.  
20Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do 

not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honour thy father 

and thy mother.  
21And he said, All these have I kept from my youth up. 
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Sexual Sin – Adultery 
John 8:2-5 
2And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all 

the people came unto him; and he sat down, and taught them.  
3And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken 

in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst,  
4They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in 

the very act.  
5Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be 

stoned: but what sayest thou? 

 

Romans 2:21-23 
21Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not 

thyself? thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost thou 
steal?  
22Thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, dost thou 

commit adultery? thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit 
sacrilege?  
23Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the 

law dishonourest thou God? 

 

Romans 13:8-10 
8Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that 

loveth another hath fulfilled the law.  
9For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, 

Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt 

not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly 
comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy 

neighbour as thyself.  
10Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the 

fulfilling of the law. 
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Sexual Sin – Adultery 
Galatians 5:18-21 
18But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.  
19Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; 

Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,  
20Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, 

seditions, heresies,  
21Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of 

the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, 
that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of 

God. 

 

James 2:10-12 
10For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 

point, he is guilty of all.  
11For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. 

Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become 
a transgressor of the law.  
12So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law 

of liberty. 

 

2 Peter 2:13-15 
13And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that 

count it pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots they are and 
blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while 

they feast with you;  
14Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; 

beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with 

covetous practices; cursed children:  
15Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, 

following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the 

wages of unrighteousness; 
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Sexual Sin – Adultery 
Revelation 2:21-23 
21And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she 

repented not.  
22Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit 

adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of 
their deeds.  
23And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall 

know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I 

will give unto every one of you according to your works. 

 

Raca: 

Greek Translation O empty one; i.e. thou worthless (as a term 

of utter vilification) 

Matthew 5:22 
But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a 
cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to 

his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever 
shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 


